Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.181; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.7.
The title compound, [ZnCl 2 (C 13 H 20 N 2 O 2 )], was first reported in the monoclinic space group P2 1 /n [Han et al. (2010) . Acta Cryst. E66, m469] . This investigation reveals a triclinic polymorph in the space group P1 with an asymmetric unit that contains two independent molecules of the mononuclear zinc(II) complex. In each molecule, the Zn II atoms are coordinated in a bidentate fashion by the phenolate O and imine N atoms of the Schiff base ligand. Two Cl À anions complete the tetrahedral coordination in each case. The most obvious difference between the two forms is that the Zn-L (L = O, N, Cl) bond lengths in both unique molecules are longer than those found in the monoclinic polymorph, or indeed in other similar complexes. In the crystal, molecules are linked through N-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds, forming chains along the b axis. 
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Crystal data [ZnCl 2 (C 13 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and local programs.
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Ai-Tian Pei Comment
The structures of zinc complexes with Schiff bases have received a great deal of attention (Munro et al., 2009; Granifo et al., 2006) . The title compound was first reported in the monoclinic space group P2 1 /n (Han et al., 2010) . The author reports here a triclinic modification, I, in the space group P -1 with an asymmetric unit that contains two independent mononuclear zinc complex molecules (Fig. 1) et al., 2008; Zhu, 2008; Wang, 2007) . These differences may be due to packing effects. In the crystal, molecules are linked through N-H···O and N-H···Cl hydrogen bonds (Table 2) , to form chains along the b axis (Fig. 2) . 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N-H = 0.90 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N) and 1.5U eq (C methyl ). Figure 1 The molecular structure of the title compound with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms.
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Figure 2
The molecular packing of the title compound, viewed down the a axis. Hydrogen bonds are drawn as dashed lines. H atoms not involved in hydrogen bonding have been omitted.
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